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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Sis. Susan Bisbing


Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother


Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from shoulder surgery and Courtney Smith and her health problems Chris Jackson recovering from a broken leg.  Bro. Jack Green recovering from knee surgery and 


Sis. Joyce Green who is having treatment for back pain this week.


Sis. Ellizabeth Hammond's mother


Bro. Norm Rich as his job takes him from us.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.





____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader---Marty Hammond


Lord's Supper---Mark Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Jack Green 


   Asst. 2-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 3-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 4-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 5-----George Wilcox


2nd Prayer----Joe Phillips


Read Scripture---Ron Wood


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----Rex Veteto


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Ken Gay


Song Leader-------Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer------Dion Clark


Read Scripture ---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Mark Bowman


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----Jeremy Green


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---David Holmes


Invitation---Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer---Steven Tramell





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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"Pray Without Ceasing"  Reused 06/30/13


(I Thess. 5: 17)





   One of the most anticipated events in our roll as parents is that moment when a child says their first word. So anxious are we to hear that first communiqué that some very strange sounds are often interpreted as words. We talk to them with "baby talk" as they babble back to us for ten or twelve months and one day we hear "mom-ma" or "da-da".  We are thrilled that they have made the connection we wanted to hear and rightly so, because we have established the link by which we will communicate our expectations and desires that will shape their lives forever.  Furthermore, it is a link that expands as our instruction shapes them and they become full-grown adults leading their own lives. It is a link that we hope will never be broken.


     Would it be unreasonable then to think of God having the same anticipation for His child, to recognize the connection to Him that we have for ours? God is there for us and expects us to learn of and call upon Him for strength and growth. We have His desires and expectations for our lives through the word and he wants us to learn of Him. But, far more than that, He has given us an avenue of prayer to talk with Him and He waits anxiously for us to do so. 


     Is it any wonder then that Paul would say to God's children, "Pray without ceasing"? Many Cont. on page 3











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








 Perhaps, too often, we equate being a Christian with the acts of becoming a Christian.  I do not intend to minimize the initial acts of obedience, but it seems that for some these steps are only a parroted formula with which they are completely satisfied -- but they are devoid of any continuing commitment and involvement.  Unfortunately, real spiritual development appears to be lacking by many.  The so-called process of "becoming" a Christian may have been done, but what about actually "being" a Christian?


     Just as Mohammedanism relates one to Mohammed and Buddhism relates one to Buddha, being a Christian relates one to Christ.  "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me" (Galatians 2:20).  We now have an existing, continuing relationship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  And, as with all relationships, we must be willing to accept a broad base of responsibility that carries over into every phase and facet of our lives.  Again, "For as many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Galatians 3:27).


     Christ lives in me.  I have put on Christ.  I am now a willing recipient of His teachings.  And now I yearn to apply these teachings and alter my life as needed.  "He that abideth in the teaching hath both the Father and the Son" (2 John 9).  I sit at His feet.  I cherish His word.  I partake of His message.  I study!  I strive to become His true disciple.  My love for Him transcends love for father and mother, wife and children, brethren and sisters, even my own life (Luke 14:26).  I forsake all that I have in order to be His disciple (Luke 14:33).


     As Christians, we must begin to see that for the first time in our lives our relationship to Christ demands self to be relegated to the "back seat."  The rich young ruler went away sad and





     IN THE ACCELERATED PACE OF TODAY'S society, most people, either by choice or circumstances, seem to chop up their lives into orderly little compartments.  Work, family, community, recreation, and maybe "church" are to name but a few items to which we give our time and attention.  Even for many Christians, these and other matters of life are methodically pigeonholed and allotted a certain amount of time.  We allocate from eight to ten hours per day Monday through Friday for work, Saturday is saved for the wife and kids, a night occasionally for community activities, and yes, Sunday (at least part of it) for "church."  Then Monday morning rolls around and the cycle begins all over again.


     This routine may have variations, but a good number of us can fit our lives into the contest of this description.  While an orderly and well-planned life is certainly desirable, we wonder if something is being overlooked here.  Has our concept of religion and our obligations to the Lord become so narrow that it includes only the activity that takes place "at church" (the place) and  "on Sunday" (the time)?  And when these acts have been performed, do we have the feeling that "our tickets have been punched?"  Do we feel that now our "church obligations" can be put aside for yet another week and that we now can go about our other affairs unencumbered?  Is "going to church" enough?  What about involvement as Christians?  How much must one give in time, talent, and money to satisfy the demands of God?  In short, what are the obligations of Christianity?


     To properly distinguish between "Churchanity" and Christianity, we must first grasp what it takes to be a Christian.





"Churchanity" vs. Christianity


by Van Cash











grieved because he was unwilling to give up the one thing necessary for an eternal inheritance (Luke 16).  And the one thing he was unwilling to give up was everything.  Are we ready for this?  Are we willing to give it all up.


     A Christian then, is one who will put Christ absolutely first in his life.  He will demonstrate his allegiance by learning and loving and doing whatever the Captain of his soul demands.  "Let the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom you have crucified, both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36).  He is our sovereign Ruler, our King, our Lord!  He is the long-awaited Messiah, the Savior, the Christ!  And through willing submission to the conditions of His will we have established a relationship of increasing faith that is demonstrated daily in our lives.


     The doing of commands then becomes more than simply externals.  They are more than sacrifices and burnt offerings.  "And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength . . . is more than burnt offerings and sacrifices" (Mark 12:33).  The love that motivates us to action and the obedience that makes our faith perfect must stem forth from the heart.  His cause is now our cause.  His purposes have become our purposes.  His goals are our goals.  And there is absolutely nothing--including life itself--that will be held back.  We have been transformed into His likeness, into His image.  We are not simply doing something, we have become something and are to be something.  And that something is a Christian!  Thus Christianity becomes our very way of life.








					





Cont. from page 1





have become confounded by this command thinking it an impossible task, and I suppose it would be if taken literally. When we realize, however, that he is talking about an attitude of heart toward God that expresses a relationship of children, dependant upon a Father, it is not hard to see why we should be continually mindful to pray.  It is this link with God, through prayer, which makes us prudent in all the right aspects of our lives. 


     For many years I thought of prayer in a formal way but over the years have come to realize that prayer is simply a personal communication with God and we can do it any time in any place. Jesus gave a clue when He, (in contrast to those who stood on the street to be seen of men) said "But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret"; (Matt 6:6)


     Unfortunately, a shortcoming of many of us as Christians is that we just don't pray as much as we should. But, just like the child who seeks and follows the direction of his parents, live wholesome and happy lives, so those who seek God through prayer lead righteous and happy lives that lead to eternity with Him. 


     Are you constant in prayer?


                                   


                                     JP








